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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

T h e   C i t y   o f   Y p s i l a n t i   h a s   2 0 , 0 0 0   r e s i d e n t s ,   s p a n s   4 . 5   s q u a r e   m i l e s ,   a n d   i s   k n o w n   f o r   i t s   r i c h   h i s t o r y ,   
H u r o n   R i v e r   p a r k s ,   a n d   a s   t h e   h o m e   o f   E a s t e r n   M i c h i g a n   U n i v e r s i t y .   T o   k e e p   u p   w i t h   t h e   C i t y   o f   

Y p s i l a n t i   i n f o r m a t i o n ,   subscribe  f o r   e m a i l   u p d a t e s   a n d   f o l l o w   u s   o n   Facebook. 

The City of Ypsilanti Secures Funding For

the Removal of Peninsular Dam
Ypsilanti, MI, December 4, 2024:  T h e   C i t y   o f   Y p s i l a n t i ,   i n   p a r t n e r s h i p   w i t h   t h e   H u r o n   R i v e r   
W a t e r s h e d   C o u n c i l ,   i s   p l e a s e d   t o   a n n o u n c e   t h a t   t h e y   h a v e   s e c u r e d   f u n d i n g   t o   r e m o v e   P e n i n s u l a r   
D a m . 

T h i s   p r o j e c t   r e s u l t s   f r o m   c o n t r i b u t i o n s   f r o m   m a n y   p a r t n e r s ,   i n c l u d i n g   t h e   U S   F i s h   a n d   W i l d l i f e   
S e r v i c e ,   t h e   M i c h i g a n   D e p a r t m e n t   o f   E n v i r o n m e n t ,   G r e a t   L a k e s   a n d   E n e r g y ,   t h e   N a t i o n a l   F i s h   a n d   
W i l d l i f e   F o u n d a t i o n ,   a n d   t h e   W a l t e r s   F a m i l y   F o u n d a t i o n . 

T h e   C i t y   o f   Y p s i l a n t i   r e c e n t l y   r e c e i v e d   a   $ 7 . 5   M i l l i o n   g r a n t   f r o m   t h e   N a t i o n a l   F i s h   a n d   W i l d l i f e   
F o u n d a t i o n ’ s   N a t i o n a l   C o a s t a l   R e s i l i e n c e   F u n d ,   w h i c h   c o m p l e t e d   t h e   f u n d r a i s i n g   f o r   t h e   p r o j e c t .   T h e   
C i t y   i s   e x c i t e d   t o   e m b a r k   o n   t h e   n e x t   p h a s e   o f   t h i s   p r o j e c t   a n d   w o r k   t o   r e m o v e   t h e   d a m .   

“ W e   h a v e   r e a c h e d   a   s i g n i f i c a n t   m i l e s t o n e   i n   s e c u r i n g   e n o u g h   f u n d i n g   t o   r e m o v e   t h e   P e n i n s u l a r   D a m   

a n d   a r e   e a g e r   t o   m o v e   o n   t o   t h e   n e x t   s t a g e   o f   t h i s   p r o j e c t .   T h e   C i t y   o f   Y p s i l a n t i   h a s  limited resources
and a growing need for investment in our aging infrastructure, and this achievement is nothing short of 
remarkable. Removing the dam will make room for both environmental renewal and future growth. 
Removing the dam and restoring the river opens new possibilities for revitalizing our city, enhancing 
resilience, and ensuring a better quality of life for our residents.”   s a i d   A n d r e w   H e l l e n g a ,   C i t y   M a n a g e r   

o f   t h e   C i t y   o f   Y p s i l a n t i . 

“ Having full funding for the Peninsular Dam removal project signifies more than just financial 

readiness—it's a testament to the City's commitment to restoring the river's natural flow, revitalizing 

ecosystems, and creating new opportunities for recreation and connection. It's about healing the 

environment while investing in a legacy of sustainability and resilience for future generations,”   s a i d   

M a y o r   N i c o l e   B r o w n .  

T h e   p r o j e c t   r e s u l t s   f r o m   c o o p e r a t i v e   e f f o r t s   a n d   o p e n   c o m m u n i t y   i n v o l v e m e n t .   T h e   C i t y   o f   Y p s i l a n t i   

i s   e x c e p t i o n a l l y   a p p r e c i a t i v e   o f   t h e   H u r o n   R i v e r   W a t e r s h e d   C o u n c i l   f o r   i t s   e f f o r t s   i n   o b t a i n i n g   f u n d i n g 

a n d   c o n t i n u i n g   t o   p u s h   t h e   p r o j e c t   f o r w a r d .   D a n i e l   B r o w n ,   W a t e r s h e d   P l a n n e r   a t   t h e   H u r o n   R i v e r   

W a t e r s h e d   C o u n c i l ,   s a i d ,   " T h i s   i s   a   o n e - i n - a - l i f e t i m e  opportunity to restore the river, make Ypsilanti
a safer, healthier place to live, and improve resilience to climate change." T h e   H u r o n   R i v e r   

W a t e r s h e d   C o u n c i l ’ s   m i s s i o n   i s   t o   p r o t e c t   a n d   r e s t o r e   t h e   r i v e r   f o r   h e a l t h y   a n d   v i b r a n t   c o m m u n i t i e s . 
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